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Dear Bucks County Agencies and Friends:
On May 16 and November 7, 2017 two very important elections will take place. We urge you to ask your staff to
encourage your clients to register and to do whatever it takes to get to the polls and vote. Your Vote Is Your Voice!
The young, elderly, minorities, disabled and families who are struggling economically are under-represented voters in
this country – many of the people you serve. Only a small percentage of eligible voters actually vote in nonpresidential elections – where the decisions are made that most directly affect the voter’s everyday life, such as who
determines taxes and the funding of community services.
Voting is so important for our nation that our nonpartisan Bucks County organizations have developed a Voter Toolkit.
The toolkit includes updated information on online registration, for registering voters, obtaining other types of
ballots, voter ID, and answers other questions that often arise. Also included are links to websites for special
situations such as military personnel, convicted felons, students, and people who have recently moved.
Deadlines for registering, submitting other types of ballots, and voting are in a simple chart. Note that the first
key milestone falls on April 17 - the last day to register to vote in the primary election. You may find a
listing of the candidates at http://www.buckscounty.org/government/communityservices/BoardofElections.
Now, more than ever, we firmly believe that the informed participation of all our citizens will benefit your clients,
your organization, Bucks County and our entire nation.
We hope you will join us by making this Toolkit available to your staff for their use and for use with their clients.
Sincerely,
Susan
Susan Shenberger, President
AAUW, Doylestown

Judy
Judy Franlin, President
League of Women Voters of Bucks Co.

Barbara
Barbara Price, President
AAUW, Levittown-Lower Bucks

Tam
Tam St. Claire, President
Bucks Co. Women’s Advocacy Coalition
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The engagement of the American people is critical for a
strong democracy and to solve problems for the common
good. With this in mind, the League of Women Voters of
Bucks County (LWVBC), the Bucks County branches of the
American Association of University Women (AAUW) and the
Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition (BCWAC) have
developed this Get Out the Vote (GOTV) Toolkit for use by
your group, organization or agency.
The purpose of this Get Out the Vote (GOTV) Toolkit is to
serve as a resource on topics such as how to register to vote,
important dates for the upcoming elections, and who is up
for election. This information is completely non-partisan and
does not advocate for any particular candidate, point of view
or party affiliation. Due to regulations that impact non-profits and governmental agencies, it is critical that any voter
registration and educational information remain completely
non-partisan. The sole objective is to urge our citizens to
vote, not to influence opinions on specific policies, politicians
or political parties.

CONTENTS OF THE TOOLKIT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Background and why voting matters
How to find out if you are registered and how to
get registered
How to find your polling place
Where to obtain applications for registration,
absentee ballot requests, and important deadlines
Links for debate schedules for PA and
Bucks County Candidates
Links to candidates’ websites for information about
their position on issues
Additional resource materials for more in-depth
information

BACKGROUND
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor Voter Act”)
to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act
has made it easier to register to vote and to maintain voter
registration.
The Act requires that states provide the opportunity to apply
to register to vote for federal elections by three means: at the
time of applying for a driver’s license or renewal; at public
assistance offices and all offices that provide state-funded
programs primarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities; and through mail-in forms.

WHY VOTING MATTERS
Democracy is of, by and for the people. Citizens are the
employers of our elected officials. Every Election Day
democracy’s employer (you) get to add your voice on who
you would like hired to work for you at the federal, state
and local level of government. The people we elect pass laws,
design regulations and develop policies that will directly
impact your life.
Every vote matters and historically some elections have been
very close:
• In 1999 Leslie Byrne was elected to the Virginia
Senate by 37 votes, less than one vote per precinct.
• Donald Sherwood was elected to the PA House of
Representatives by 515 votes – less than one vote
per precinct.
• John F. Kennedy’s margin of victory over Richard
Nixon in 1960 was less than one vote per precinct.
• One vote per precinct gave women the right to
vote in California in 1911.
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YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE | 2017 Election Days: May 16 and Nov. 7, 2017
DATE:

EVENT:

Now through April 17, 2017

Voter registration open

May 9, 2017

Last day to apply for a civilian
absentee ballot

May 12, 2017

Last day for BOE to receive
voted civilian absentee ballots

Applications must be received by the Board of
Elections (BOE)* or postmarked at least 30 days
before Election Day
Submit Absentee Ballot request to the BOE*
ASAP due to deadline date for receipt by the
BOE*

May 16, 2017

Municipal Primary Election Day

Polls open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM

May 17, 2017 – October 10, 2017

NOTES:

Voter registration open

October 31, 2017

Last day to apply for a civilian
absentee ballot

November 3, 2017

Last day for BOE to receive
voted absentee ballots

Applications must be received by the Board of
Elections (BOE)* or postmarked at least 30 days
before Election Day
Submit Absentee Ballot request to the BOE*
ASAP due to deadline date for receipt by the
BOE*

November 7, 2017

Municipal Election Day

Polls open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM

*BUCKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE (BOE) | Courthouse, 2nd Floor, 55 E. Court Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 | 215-348-6163.

HOW TO CHECK TO SEE IF YOU ARE REGISTERED
Contact the Board of Elections or check online to see if you
are registered at: Voter Registration Bucks County

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE OR CHANGE YOUR
VOTER REGISTRATION STATUS
You may register to vote through the Pennsylvania
Department of State’s online application through the
www.VotesPA.com website by choosing “Register to Vote.”
Before you begin, be sure to have your Pennsylvania driver’s
license or PennDOT ID card handy. If you don’t have one,
there are other options explained on the website. Once you
submit your online application, it will be forwarded to the
county voter registration office for processing.
The paper version of the voter registration application may
be typed on-screen, printed and signed, but must be mailed
or hand-delivered to the Board of Elections before the due
date.

The county must have a signed original form in its files. Faxed
copies are not permitted by law (there are exceptions for
military voters and overseas civilian voters - please contact
the Board of Elections or visit www.fvap.gov for further
information). All voter registration forms being hand
delivered, or if mailed in must be postmarked, no later than
30 days prior to the next election.
You may obtain a paper registration form at the Board of
Elections, Post Offices, PA Wine and Spirits Stores, municipal
buildings, public libraries, or it may be downloaded at www.
VotesPA.com or at Bucks County Board of Elections Voter
Registration application.
The www.VotesPA.com website is in English and Spanish.
Voter Registration forms are also available in French, Khmer,
Korean, Russian and Vietnamese at www.VotesPA.com by
clicking (in the English version of the website) “Register to
Vote” and “How to Register.”
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The www.VotesPA.com website provides specific voting
information for special populations at the drop-down box at
the top of the home page. This includes: Citizens with a
Disability; College Students; Convicted Felon, Misdemeanant
or Pretrial Detainee; Members of Military; Older
Pennsylvanians; Persons Who Have Recently Moved; Recent
Name Change; Oversees Civilian Voter; Voter Who Wants to
Change Party Affiliation; Property Owner in More Than One
County; and First Time Voter. If you are in the military or a US
citizen living overseas, go to http://www.fvap. gov/ for
additional information on how to vote.
Registration forms must be signed and mailed or delivered
to the Board of Elections at least 30 days prior to the election.
You should receive a Voter ID card by return mail within 14
days; call the Board of Elections if you do not receive it within
14 days.
The Dept. of Transportation provides for voter registration
with their driver’s license application, renewal or change of
name or address. The County Assistance Office and some
other governmental agencies provide for voter registration as
part of their application for public benefits programs. You
may also register in person at the County Board of Elections
office.
To be registered to vote you must:
• Be a citizen of the US for at least one month before the
next election
• Be a resident of Pennsylvania for at least 30 days
before the next election
• Be 18 years of age on the day of the next election.

non-photo ID with your home address. The ID does not need
an expiration date. Approved forms of photo identification
include:
• Pennsylvania driver’s license or PennDOT ID card
• ID issued by any Commonwealth agency
• ID issued by the U.S. Government
• U.S. passport
• U.S. Armed Forces ID
• Student ID
• Employee ID
If you do not have a photo ID, you can use the Voter ID Card
issued by the County when you registered to vote or any of
the following forms of non-photo identification that include
your name and address.
• Non-photo ID issued by the US Government or the
Commonwealth of PA
• Firearm permit
• Current utility bill
• Current bank statement
• Current paycheck
• Government check

HOW TO VOTE
In Person, or by Provisional Ballot, Alternative Ballot or
Absentee Ballot
You must vote in person at your assigned polling place while
the polls are open. You must be allowed to vote if you go
to your assigned polling place. If there is a question about
your eligibility to vote at the polling place, ask the Judge of
Elections to call the Board of Elections. You may request a
provisional ballot at your assigned polling place. Complete
the provisional ballot as directed.

HOW TO FIND YOUR POLLING PLACE
Call the Board of Elections at 215-348-6154 or check online
by entering your name and address at check Voter
Registration Status or at www.VotesPA.com

WHAT TO BRING ON ELECTION DAY
You are not required to provide ID unless you are a first time
voter. If you are a first time voter or voting for the first time
at a new polling place, you must bring either a photo ID or

If you are unable to vote at your polling place in person you
may request an absentee ballot or an alternative ballot from
the Board of Elections. Absentee Ballots are primarily granted
to persons who cannot get to their polling place due to
absence, military service, illness or disability. There are
specific deadlines to apply for an absentee ballot or
alternative ballot and for the receipt of all voted ballots by
the Board of Elections - or your vote will not be counted.

6
Copyright @2017 Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition. All Rights Reserved.

YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE | 2017 Election Days: May 16 and Nov. 7, 2017
If you qualify, you may apply for an Emergency Absentee
Ballot or Emergency Alternative Ballot.

unedited by the League of Women Voters, and do not
express the views of the League.

Persons with disabilities and/or in wheelchairs may request
assistive devices at the polling place, such as a hand-held
voting device, instructions through audiotape, lowering
of the voting machine, or assistance of another person. In
advance of the election, they may also apply for an absentee
ballot, a permanent absentee ballot or an alternative ballot.
For more information see the enclosed documents in this
toolkit, or go to www.VotesPA.com and select “I am a…
Citizen with a Disability.”

It is more important than ever for voters to fact-check
information before making decisions on whether to support
a candidate or their position on issues. Several fact-checking
websites are: www.votesmart.org, www.ballotpedia.org,
www.politifact.com and www.factcheck.org.

For more information about provisional ballots, alternative
ballots, absentee ballots, or emergency ballots phone the
Board of Elections at 215-348-6154 or go to www.VotesPA.
com and click the pertinent tab under Voting and Elections,
Types of Voting. You may also obtain an application for an
absentee ballot at Bucks County Absentee Ballot Application.

HOW TO USE THE VOTING MACHINE VIDEO DEMONSTRATION
You may view a video on how to use the Danaher voting
machines used in Bucks County by going to
www.VotesPA.com, select “I am…a First time Voter”, scroll to
the bottom
of the page and click on “voting system
demonstration” and enter “Bucks” County.

HOW TO BE INFORMED ABOUT THE
CANDIDATES VOTER’S GUIDE
The League of Women Voters of Bucks County (LWVBC) asks
all candidates for local electoral contests (other than
statewide or national contests) affecting Bucks County
residents to provide their candidate information for
publication in their Voters’ Guide. The League of Women
Voters of Pennsylvania asks candidates for state offices for
their candidate information. The Bucks County Voters’ Guide
is generally available on the LWVBC website within two weeks
of an election at LWV Bucks Voters Guide. National, state and
local candidate responses are also available at Vote411.org
at least two weeks prior to the election. All statements and
videos on Vote411.org are posted directly by the candidate

CANDIDATE DEBATES
The League of Women Voters of Bucks County (LWVBC) and
other organizations sponsor Candidate Debates prior to the
elections. Dates for debates sponsored by the LWVBC may
be found at: LWV Bucks Calendar of Events. Check frequently
since debates are posted as they are scheduled with the
candidates.

HOW TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO VOTE
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations should refer to the IRS tax
code for guidance on allowable political activities. The IRS
prohibits 501(c)(3) nonprofits “from directly or indirectly
participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign
on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for elective
public office.” For more information on permissible activities
refer to the enclosed toolkit document “Guidance for
Nonprofits” or go to www.nonprofitvote.org or www.irs.gov,
www.stayexempt.irs.gov.
For most nonprofits, activities may include:
• Posting nonpartisan posters or notices on voting, etc.
on your bulletin boards. Free posters may be
downloaded at www.nonprofitvote.org (Resources
section) and www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org
(Resources section).
• Providing Voter Registration Forms in your offices. To
request multiple Pennsylvania Voter Registration Mail
Applications for voter registration drives, call 1-800552-VOTE.
• Adding graphics to your website, social media, and
newsletters to remind people to register and to vote.
Graphics are available for free download at
www.nonprofitvote.org (Resources section) and
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•

•

www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org
(Resources section).
Sending out reminders to staff of Election Day and
deadlines for registration, absentee ballots, etc. Post
them in your offices.
Encouraging staff to learn about the importance of
voting, how to vote, and how to encourage others to
vote without promoting specific causes, candidates or
political candidates. Educate staff about any
limitations on their activities due to your nonprofit
status.

Prior to engaging in Voter Registration activities, staff and
volunteers should receive training on how to assist in voter
registration. See the enclosed toolkit document “Helping
Register Voters Under Pennsylvania Law” also available
electronically at PA Voter Registration Guide.

WEBSITES FOR MORE INFORMATION
Vote 411.org
VotesPA.com
nonprofitvote.org
Nationalvoterregistrationday.org
LWV-US
AAUW - Congressional Voting Record
LWV Bucks County
BC Women’s Advocacy Coalition

BUCKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE (BOE)
Courthouse, 2nd Floor, 55 E. Court Street
Doylestown, PA 18901 Phone: 215-348-6154

For ideas about how to engage your non-profit organization
in voting activities as part of the services you are already
providing go to www.nonprofitvote.org, How it Works/Get
Started.
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Municipal Primary Election Day is May 16, 2017
Municipal Election Day is November 7, 2017
Call the Board of Elections or check online to see if you are
registered at: Voter Registration Bucks County

your absentee ballot for the primary by May 12,
and for the Municipal Election, November 3, 2017 or
your vote will not be counted.

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE

HOW TO USE THE VOTING MACHINE

The last day to register for the primary is April 17, and for
the Municipal Election, October 10, 2017. For information,
go to www.votesPA.com or contact the Board of Elections,
where you may be able to register online. If you are in the
military or a US citizen living overseas, go to www.fvap.
gov/ for voting information.

View a video on how to use the voting machines by going
to www.votesPA.com, select “I am … a First time Voter,”
scroll to the bottom of the page and click on “voting
system demonstration” and enter “Bucks” County.

HOW TO FIND YOUR POLLING PLACE

Go to the listing of the primary election results at the Bucks
County Board of Elections. Changes to this list are updated
several months prior to the election.

HOW TO CHECK TO SEE IF YOU ARE REGISTERED

Go to www.votesPA.com, contact the Board of Elections,
or go to PA Voter Services.

WHAT TO BRING ON ELECTION DAY
You are not required to provide ID unless you are a first
time voter. For acceptable forms of ID go to www.votesPA.
com or call the Board of Elections.

HOW TO VOTE – In Person, by Provisional
Ballot, Absentee Ballot or Alternative Ballot
You must vote in person at your assigned polling place
while the polls are open. You may request a provisional
ballot at your polling place if there is a question about
your eligibility to vote at the polling place. If you meet
specific criteria and are unable to vote at your polling place
you may request an Absentee Ballot, Alternative Ballot,
Emergency Absentee Ballot or Emergency Alternative
Ballot. Call the Board of Elections or go online to www.
votesPA.com. The last day to apply for an absentee ballot
for the primary is May 9, and for the Municipal Election,
October 31, 2017. The Board of Elections must receive

FOR A LISTING OF CANDIDATES FOR THE MAY 16
ANDNOVEMBER 7, 2017 ELECTIONS

FOR
INFORMATION
REGISTRATION
DRIVES
DEBATES

ABOUT
VOTER
OR
CANDIDATE

For information about voter registration drives go to the
Calendar of Events provided by the League of Women
Voters of Bucks County. The Bucks County Voters’ Guide is
available within two weeks of an election on the League of
Women Voters website.

WEBSITES FOR MORE INFORMATION
VotesPA
Vote411
Bucks County Board of Elections

BUCKS COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE
55 E. Court Street, Doylestown, PA 18901
Phone: 215-348-6154
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Primary Election Day is May 16, 2017
General Election Day is November 7, 2017

WHO IS ON THE BALLOT?
YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE!
Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge of Superior Court
Judge of Commonwealth Court
Judge of Court of Common Pleas
Bucks County
District Attorney
Sheriff
Prothonotary
Recorder of Deeds
County Controller
Magisterial District Judge
School Board Directors
Mayor
Borough Council Members
Council Members in Bensalem and Bristol Township
Township Supervisors in other townships
Tax Collector
Treasurer
Auditor
Judge of Elections
Inspector of Elections

Copyright @2017. Bucks County Women’s Advocacy Coalition. All Rights Reserved.

10

Primary Election Day is May 16, 2017
General Election Day is November 7, 2017

YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE
HOW DO THEY AFFECT ME?

Decide whether laws passed by the
legislature restrict your rights, like
requiring photo ID to vote
Decide cases that affect your quality
of life, like how close to a house or
school companies can drill gas wells.

Investigates and prosecutes crimes
committed by adults and juveniles in the
county
Educates law-abiding citizens as to steps
that can be taken to prevent being a crime
victim

Makes decisions about taxes, roads, parks,
police protection and development that
affect community life

Selects school superintendents, decides
on education programs and sets student
standards

Appoints citizens to community boards
that make decisions about zoning and
historical preservation

Approves district budget, affecting taxes,
and approves or denies applications for
charter schools in the district
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YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE - How to Pick a Candidate
Primary Election Day is May 16, 2017
General Election Day is November 7, 2017
STEP ONE:
Learn about the specific duties of the office and the
skills and personal qualities needed to succeed well
in the position. This principle applies to every elective
office, from local officials to the President of the
United States.

STEP THREE:
Watch the candidate’s campaign performance and
study his or her policy platform and proposals. While
it is likely that no candidate will totally match your
views, consider which person would best exercise
the duties of the office being sought. Here are some
guidelines:

STEP TWO:
Evaluate which candidate’s personal characteristics, CAMPAIGN PLATFORM AND PERFORMANCE
life experiences, and skills would best enable him or • Major issues identified
her to carry out the duties of the office. For example: • Explicit workable policies detailed
• Only achievable promises made
PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
• Personal attacks on opponent avoided
• Intelligence
• Truthfulness evidenced
• Knowledge base that matches duties
• Campaign donors revealed
• Social skills – ability to relate to all constituents
• Temperament/Sound Judgment
• Integrity/Honesty
For more information, check out this article on
LIFE EXPERIENCES
www.smartervoter.org: How to Judge a Candidate.
• Education
• Work experience
• Leadership and management skills
• Other experiences relevant to office duties

When you have studied the candidates and made your choice, be sure to vote!
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Guide for Nonprofits on Political Activity and Voter Engagement
Primary Election Day is May 16, 2017
General Election Day is November 7, 2017
Excerpted from: NonProfit Vote, “501(c)(3) Permissible Activities Checklist”, www.nonprofitvote.org
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations should refer to the
IRS tax code for guidance on allowable political
activities. IRS regulations prohibit 501(c)(3) nonprofits
“from directly or indirectly participating in, or
intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in
opposition to) any candidate for elective public office.”
Nonprofits may conduct a wide range of nonpartisan
engagement activities to encourage voter participation,
educate voters, and talk to candidates about their issues.
Examples of permissible activities are:
• Nonpartisan Get Out the Vote activities such as voter
registration drives and where and how to vote.
• Candidate Forums – Contact your local League of
Women Voters for guidance.
• Distribution of Nonpartisan Sample Ballots.
• Candidate Questionnaires or Voter Guides.
• Issue advocacy, including educating candidates on
their issues and supporting or opposing ballot
measures.
501(c)(3) organizations and their staff should be
thoroughly informed about the importance of
remaining nonpartisan while working for or
representing a nonprofit. Nonprofits may not endorse a
specific candidate or political party, make campaign

contributions to candidates, rate candidates on who is
most favorable to their issues, or let candidates use
their facilities or resources unless made equally
available to all candidates for the fair market values.
Certain types of federal funds such as Community
Service Block Grants or AmeriCorps funding cannot be
used for voter registration activities.
Certain governmental organizations such as those
receiving certain types of federal assistance – like
Medicaid, WIC, and food stamps – require the program
to offer voter registration.

RESOURCES
Nonprofit VOTE — www.nonprofitvote.org
Nonprofits, Voting and Elections: A 501(c)(3) Guide to
Nonpartisan Voter Engagement
Bolder Advocacy (AFJ) — www.bolderadvocacy.org
“Election Checklist for 501(c)(3) Public Charities”
IRS — www.stayexempt.irs.gov
“Election Year Activities for Section 501(c)(3)
Organizations” (FS-2006-17, February 2006) “Political
Campaigns and Charities: A Presentation”
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I am committing to vote this Election Day so I can stand up for what matters most to me, my family and my community.
I,

pledge to vote this year.

Email:
Cell:

I am committing to vote this Election Day so I can stand up for what matters most to me, my family and my community.
I,

pledge to vote this year.

Email:
Cell:

I am committing to vote this Election Day so I can stand up for what matters most to me, my family and my community.
I,

pledge to vote this year.

Email:
Cell:
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YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE – Appendix
Primary Election Day is May 16, 2017
General Election Day is November 7, 2017
Project Vote: Helping Voters Register Under Pennsylvania Law
Absentee Ballot Application Instructions
Application for Absentee Ballot
Permanent Absentee Ballot Application
Permanent Absentee Ballot Application Instructions
Affidavit of Illness or Permanent Physical Disability and Physician’s Certificate
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Helping Voters Register Under
Pennsylvania Law
Important: Voter registration drives in Pennsylvania have to follow certain state laws and rules,
such as a requirement that people who assist in the completion of a registration application put
certain information on the application, and rules about compensating workers. It is important to
review all relevant information regarding voter registration drives before beginning a voter
registration program.
About this guide: The guide is broken up into five parts: 1) Who is Eligible, 2) Frequently Asked
Eligibility/Residency Questions, 3) Filling out an Application, 4) Voter Registration Deadline, and 5)
Voter Registration Drive Rules. Voter Registration Drive laws and rules are often more complicated
then the summary table used for quick reference, so, if appropriate, a more detailed explanation
is below the table. Sometimes the detailed explanation may not answer all the questions.
Therefore, as a best practice, Project Vote recommends that voter registration drive organizers
meet with their local election officials before beginning their programs. Election officials may be
able to clarify rules and may also have their own interpretation or perspective that you will want
to understand when starting your drive.
Need assistance? Project Vote offers training in running voter registration programs and best
practices. Contact us at (202) 546V4173, www.projectvote.org, info@projectvote.org.
PART 1: ELIGIBILITY
In Pennsylvania, an individual may register to vote if she:1
 Has been a U.S. citizen for at least one month prior to the next election;
 Has resided in the election district where she offers to vote for at least 30 days immediately
preceding the election;
 Will be at least 18 years of age on the day of the next election; and
 If sentenced for a felony conviction, has been released from imprisonment.2
PART 2: FREQUENTLY ASKED ELIGIBILITY/RESIDENCY QUESTIONS:
 Homeless Applicants: An applicant without a specific address may indicate on the map on
the voter registration application where the applicant lives. If the applicant has no
permanent address, the applicant must note on the map the place where the applicant
spends most of his time, which serves as the applicant's residence, and must also provide a
mailing address, which may be a post office box, general delivery at a post office or a shelter
where the applicant spends time.3
1420 K Street NW • 7th Floor • Washington, DC. 20005 (202) 546-4173 T • (202) 733-4762 F • www.projectvote.org
1420 K Street NW • 7t h Floor • Wa shington, DC. 2 0005 (202 ) 546 -41 73 T • (202 ) 733 -476 2 F • www.projectvote. org
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Felony Convictions: Persons who have been sentenced for a felony conviction may
register and vote if they have been released from imprisonment and are otherwise qualified.
Convicted felons who are incarcerated on the date of a primary or general election are not
eligible to vote, regardless of whether they are registered.4



College Students: An applicant who is a student at an institution of higher education located
within the Commonwealth may register in the district in which the applicant resides while
attending the institution.5

PART 3: FILLING OUT AN APPLICATION
Pennsylvania’s voter registration form and related regulations include the following fields not
designated optional:6
 Full name
 Checkboxes for the applicant to indicate whether the person is a U.S. citizen and will be 18
by Election Day.
 Reason for the submission, e.g. whether the form is to submit a new registration or change
 Date of birth
 Address of residence
o If the person does not have a street address or permanent residence, the applicant
may check that box and show on the map on the back of the application where the
person spends most of the person’s time, or provide rural address information, if
applicable.
 Mailing address if different from residence (not required for acceptance of form, but required
for receiving election related mail)
 Identification number:
o If the person has a PennDOT number they must use it. If not use the last four digits
of the person’s Social Security number.
o There is a checkbox to indicate if the person has neither a PennDOT number or a
Social Security number
 Political Party
o Party is not required to register, but the form indicates applicants must register
with a party if the applicant wishes to take part in that party’s primary
 Name, address, phone number and signature of person who helped with form
o The form indicates that it should be filled in if someone helped the applicant with
the form or witnessed the applicant make a mark for the applicant’s signature
 Signature of applicant, date, and affirmation of eligibility and that the information in the
application is true
o If unable to sign the application, a mark witnessed by another person who is not
the applicant’s employer or agent of the applicant’s union will satisfy this
requirement. The witness must give her name, address, and telephone number.7
 Information regarding the voter’s need for assistance to vote
PART 4: VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE
Applications must be received or postmarked no later than 30 days before the election, or in
the case of an illegible or missing postmark, applications must be received no later than five
days after the deadline to register for the next election.8
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PART 5: SUMMARY OF STATE VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE RULES
Does the state require organizations conducting voter No.
registration drives to register or file other information
detailing their voter registration activities?
Are there restrictions on getting voter registration
Forms may be printed, but the content and paper
forms?
quality of forms used must comply with department
of state regulations for voter registration applications,
or the forms used must have received prior approval
from the secretary.9 Pennsylvania law requires
elections officials to supply applications to persons
and organizations who request them10; the
Department of State’s website indicates that to
request multiple state voter registration applications
for voter registration drives, drives may call 1-877-8683772 (VOTESVPA).11
Does the state have any restrictions on using pre-filled Pennsylvania law does not directly address this issue,
voter registration forms or other rules for mailing
however, the content and paper quality of forms
forms to potential applicants?
printed and used for voter registration must comply
with department of state regulations for voter
registration applications, or the forms used must have
received prior approval from the secretary.12
Does the state require any training in order to conduct No.
voter registration drives?
Does the state have restrictions on who may help
No.
others register to vote?
Does the state have restrictions on paying drive
workers?

Yes. See question A below.

Are there restrictions on the voter registration drive
offering something of value to a person in exchange
for completing a voter registration application?

Yes. See question B below.

Must the registration drive worker sign her name to Yes. Any person who assists in the completion of a
the completed voter registration application, and/or registration application must sign the application and
must the drive or canvasser place other information on indicate the person’s address. Additional rules apply if
applications?
an applicant is unable to sign. See question C below.
Does the state have a rule requiring a receipt or other No.
tracking information to be provided to the applicant?
This is not addressed in Pennsylvania law.
Are voter registration groups prohibited from
putting identifying marks on completed voter
registration applications or subject to other rules
regarding information added to registration
applications?
18
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Are there restrictions on copying completed voter
registration applications prior to submitting them to
the election official, or other restrictions on data
entry or disclosure?

This is not addressed in Pennsylvania law.

Is there a time limit for voter registration groups to
submit the voter registration applications they
collect?

No, but all completed voter registration
applications must be submitted before the voter
registration period ends (no later than 30 days
before the election) in order for the applicant to be
able to vote in that election.13

What are the consequences for failing to submit
applications on time?

This is not directly addressed in Pennsylvania law,
but criminal penalties apply for intentionally
preventing a qualified applicant from being
registered. See question D below.
This is not addressed in Pennsylvania law.

If an application is incomplete, may the voter
registration drive write the missing information on
the application with the applicant’s consent?
How will an applicant know whether the election
official received the application?

How may an applicant correct an incomplete
application after it has been submitted to election
officials?
Who investigates and enforces the state rules?

The election commission must mail a notice with
the reason for rejection to applicants who are
rejected. If the application is approved, the
commission must mail a voter identification card.
For details, see below question E.
Election commissions must use reasonable efforts
to obtain missing information from applicants. This
may include mail or phone. For details, see below
question F.
The Department of State/Secretary of the
Commonwealth/Attorney General/District
Attorneys. See below question G for details.

State Voter Registration Drive Rules: Detailed Explanations
BEFORE THE DRIVE
A. .Does the state have restrictions on paying drive workers?
Yes. A person may not give, solicit or accept payment or financial incentive to obtain voter
registrations if the payment or incentive is based upon the number of registrations or
applications obtained. A person who violates this law commits a misdemeanor in the third
degree. The violator will be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500, imprisoned for not
less than one month nor more than one year, or both.14 A federal court held that this statute
does not prohibit an organization from discharging a paid canvasser for failing to secure a
minimum number of voter registration applications during a particular shift (or over the course
of several shifts).15
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B. Are there restrictions on the voter registration drive offering something of value to a person
in exchange for completing a voter registration application?
Federal law states that whoever "pays or offers to pay or accepts payment either for
registration to vote or for voting shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more
than five years."16 At least one federal appellate court has interpreted "payment" as "intended
to include forms of pecuniary value offered or given directly to an individual voter, and
indicated the value should be based on "an assessment of the monetary worth of an item from
the perspective of the voter receiving the item." That case held that food vouchers could be
"payment."17
Another examples is California’s Secretary of State’s interpretation of the federal law to mean that
“[a}ny type of incentive is considered “payment” even things as seemingly innocent as cookies,
admission to an entertainment event.”18
Pennsylvania law states that a person may not intentionally give or promise or offer to give
money or goods to an individual as an inducement for the individual to enroll in a particular
party or for a registrant to change political enrollment. This offense is a misdemeanor of the
first degree and is punishable by a fine of not more than $10,000 or to imprisonment for not
more than five years, or both.19
DURING THE DRIVE
A. Must the registration drive worker sign her name to the completed voter registration
application, and/or must the drive or canvasser place other information on applications?
Yes. Any person who assists in the completion of a registration application must sign the
application and indicate the person’s address.20 Further, if an applicant is unable to sign the
voter registration application, the applicant must make a mark before a person of the
applicant's choice other than the applicant's employer or an agent of the applicant's union. That
witness must put his name, address, and telephone number on the application. 21
B. What are the consequences for failing to submit voter registration applications on time?
Pennsylvania election law does not address this issue. However, it is a misdemeanor for any
person to knowingly and intentionally prevent an applicant who is a qualified elector from
being registered. Punishment may include a fine not more than $10,000, imprisonment for
not more than 5 years, or both.22
C. How will an applicant know whether the election official received the application?
Upon receiving each application, the clerk or registrar of the commission must do the following:
• Initial and date the receipt of the application; and
• Examine the application for completeness and verify eligibility for new or
changed/transferred registration.23
If the application is rejected, the commission must mail the applicant a notice with the reason
for rejection. Rejections must be made no later than 10 days before the election succeeding the
filing of the application.24
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If approved, the commission must mail a voter identification card to the voter. 25 Within 10
days of mailing the voter identification card, if the card has not been returned to the
commission, the applicant must be deemed a registered elector of the county and her
information must be entered into the general register.26 Each registered elector must be
assigned a single and unique SURE registration number.27
An individual whose application to be registered has been denied may file with the commission
a petition to be registered setting forth the grounds of the petition under oath or affirmation.
The petition must be filed by the 15th day prior to an election. 28
D. How may an applicant correct an incomplete application after it has been submitted to
election officials?
A commission must use reasonable efforts to ascertain information that is necessary for voter
registration and is incomplete, inconsistent, or unclear on an applicant's application form.
Reasonable efforts include mailing a notice to the applicant or contacting the applicant by
phone, if available. The commission must notify the applicant of the reason the application
could not be accepted and provide the opportunity for the applicant to complete the form. 29
Applicants who do not receive voter registration cards within 14 days of the date the
application was sent to the registration office should contact their election commission to
determine the status of their application.30
E. Who is responsible for investigating and enforcing the state rules?
The Department of State is responsible for developing, establishing, implementing and
administering a Statewide Uniform Registry of Electors (SURE).31 The Secretary of the
Commonwealth is responsible for investigating alleged violations of registration regulations
relating to application with driver’s license applications and through government agencies and
must report violations to the Attorney General for prosecution, who has jurisdiction of these
reported violations.32 Otherwise, each commission must investigate alleged violations within
its county and report apparent violations to the district attorney of the county, who
has jurisdiction over those violations. 33 The Department of State has the authority to take any
actions necessary to ensure compliance and participation by the commissions. 34
WEB PAGE WITH STATUTE
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/25/25.HTM

For more information, contact:

Project Vote 1420 K St NW, 7TH

Floor Washington, DC 20005 (202) 546-4173 www.projectvote.org

Last revised: 02/2016
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DISCLAIMER
The information contained in this document is for general guidance only. It should not be used as a substitute for consultation with professional
legal or other competent advisers. Project Vote is not responsible for any errors or omissions, or for the results obtained from the use of this
information.
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25 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 1301
2
Pennsylvania statutes have a provision that requires felons to have been released from prison for 5 years to be eligible to register to vote, see 25
Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 1301(a); however, a Pennsylvania court addressed a prior version of the statute with the same requirement and held that the
prohibition against registration for five years after release from confinement violated Pennsylvania’s constitution. Mixon v. Com. 759 A.2d 442, 452
(Pa. Cmwlth. 2000), aff’d 566 Pa. 616 (Pa. 2001).
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4 Pa. Admin. Code § 183.3(a)(3)
4
Pa. Dep’t of State, Convicted Felon, Misdemeanant or Pretrial Detainee,
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20
25 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 1327(a)(3)
21
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ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Please complete application; then sign your name, place application in an envelope and mail to our office.

Bucks County Board of Elections
55 East Court Street Doylestown,
PA 18901
The required fields are:

Your Name
Your Bucks County Street Address
Your Date of Birth
Your PA Driver’s License # or PennDOT ID #, or
the last four digits of your SSN #, or a
photocopy of an acceptable ID (see
below or at www.VotesPA.com).
The Address - Where to Mail Ballot
The Reason Absentee Ballot Needed
Your Signature

Acceptable IDs include:
Photo IDs issued by the U.S. Federal Government or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
(All photo IDs must be current and contain an expiration date, unless noted otherwise.)







Valid U.S. passport (not expired)
U.S. military ID - active duty and retired military (a military or veteran’s ID must designate
an expiration date, or designate that the expiration date is indefinite). Military
dependents’ ID must contain an expiration date
Employee photo ID issued by Federal, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania County or
Pennsylvania Municipal government (not expired)
Photo ID cards from an accredited public or private Pennsylvania college or university (not expired)
Photo ID cards issued by a Pennsylvania care facility, including long-term care facilities,
assisted living residences or personal care homes (not expired)

Absentee Voting Deadlines Are As Follows:
Applications: The last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot is 5:00 PM on the Tuesday before the
primary or election - please note that POSTMARKS DO NOT APPLY and that ORIGINAL APPLICATIONS
must be received (no facsimiles or emails).
Voted Ballots: All civilian voted ballots must be returned to the County Board of Elections Office by 5:00
PM on the Friday before the primary or election - please note that POSTMARKS DO NOT APPLY. If
hand delivering, only the actual voter may return their ballot.

Please call our office with any questions:

Board of Elections - 215-348-6154
Voter Registration - 215-348-6163
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APPLICATION FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT
NOTE: A separate absentee ballot application must be submitted to your county board of elections for each primary or election.
Please Print Name:
Home Street Address:

ALL VOTERS COMPLETE HERE

City-State-Zip:
Date of Birth:

County:

Municipality and
Ward/District (if known):

I have Lived at
this Address since:

Daytime Phone:

E-Mail:

Place PA Driver's License (DL) or PennDOT ID # here if you have one:
If no PA DL or PennDOT ID #, place last four digits of Social Security # here:
I DO NOT have a PA DL, PennDOT ID, or SS #. (A photocopy of an acceptable ID must be provided with this
application. Please see www.VotesPA.com or call your county board or elections regarding acceptable IDs.)
MAIL BALLOT TO ME AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS
Mailing Address Line 1:
Mailing Address Line 2:
City-State-Zip:

This Space for Official Use Only Please

I HEREBY APPLY FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON
ABSENCE FROM THE MUNICIPALITY COMPLETE AND SIGN SECTION A
ILLNESS OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY COMPLETE AND SIGN SECTION B

SECTION A - ABSENCE FROM THE MUNICIPALITY

COMPLETE HERE

DUTIES, OCCUPATION, BUSINESS

State or Federal Government Employees check here:

I declare that I am eligible to vote absentee at the forthcoming primary or election since I expect that
my duties, occupation or business will require me to be absent from the municipality of my residence
on the day of the primary or election for the reason stated below; and that all the information which I
have listed on this absentee ballot application is true and corre ct.

Insert Reason for Absence here:
Signature of Elector:
(your signature)

Date:

COMPLETE HERE

I declare that I am eligible to vote absentee at the forthcoming primary or election due to the illness
or physical disability stated below; that the information required to be listed pertaining to my attending
physician is correctly stated herein and that I have listed on this absentee ballot application is true and correct.

Insert Illness or Physical Disability here:
Name of Physician:

Phone:

Office Address:
Signature of Elector:
(your signature)

COMPLETE SECTION C

IF UNABLE TO SIGN

ILLNESS OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY

SECTION B - ILLNESS OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY

Date:

SECTION C - UNABLE TO SIGN
The following to be completed if applicant is unable to sign because of illness or physical disability. I hereby state that
I am unable to sign my application for an absentee ballot without assistance because I am unable to write by reason of
my illness or physical disability. I have made, or have received assistance in making my mark in lieu of my signature.

Date:

Mark of Elector:

Signature
of Witness:

Complete Address of Witness:
NOTE: Electors requiring assistance in voting must procure Special Form from the county Board of Elections to transmit with this application.

WARNING - IF YOU ARE ABLE TO VOTE IN PERSON ON ELECTION DAY,
YOU MUST GO TO YOUR POLLING PLACE, VOID YOUR ABSENTEE BALLOT AND VOTE THERE.
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PERMANENT ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION
NOTE: A separate absentee ballot application must be submitted to your county board of elections for each primary or election.

□

I am applying to vote permanently via absentee ballot due to illness or physical disability. See instructions.

(PRINT FULL NAME)

(HOME ADDRESS - include city, town or borough)

(ZIP CODE)

(ELECTION DISTRICT – if known)

(COUNTY)

(OCCUPATION)

(DATE OF BIRTH)

I have lived at this address since
State or Federal Government employees check here (

).

EMAIL ADDRESS (Optional)

Place PA Driver’s License
(DL) or PennDOT ID #
Here if you have one:

If no PA DL or PennDOT ID #
Place SS# (last 4 digits) here:

□

I DO NOT have a PA DL #, PennDOT ID # or SS#. (A copy of an acceptable ID must be provided with this
application. Please see www.VotesPA.com or call your county board of elections regarding acceptable IDs).
MAIL BALLOT TO ME AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:

(STREET ADDRESS)

(CITY, TOWN, or BOROUGH)

(STATE)

(ZIP CODE)

I HEREBY APPLY FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON:

□

□

ABSENCE FROM THE MUNICIPALITY

COMPLETE SECTION A
SECTION A – ABSENCE FROM THE MUNICIPALITY

ILLNESS OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY
COMPLETE SECTION B

I declare that I am eligible to vote absentee at the forthcoming primary or election since I expect that my duties, occupation or business
will require me to be absent from the municipality of my residence on the day of the primary or election for the reason stated below;
and that all of the information which I have listed on this absentee ballot application is true and correct.
(INSERT REASON FOR ABSENCE HERE)

(SIGNATURE OF ELECTOR)

(DATE)

SECTION B – ILLNESS OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY

I declare that I am eligible to vote absentee at the forthcoming primary or election due to the illness or physical disability stated
below; that the information required to be listed pertaining to my attending physician is correctly stated herein and that all other
information that I have listed on this absentee ballot application is true and correct.
(INSERT ILLNESS OR PHYSICAL DISABILITY HERE)

(NAME OF PHYSICIAN)

(PHONE NO.)

(OFFICE ADDRESS)

(SIGNATURE OF ELECTOR)

(DATE)

IF UNABLE TO SIGN COMPLETE SECTION C
SECTION C

The following to be completed if applicant is unable to sign because of illness or physical disability. I hereby state that I am unable to
sign my application for an absentee ballot without assistance because I am unable to write by reason of my illness or physical disability.
I have made, or have received assistance in making my mark in lieu of my signature.
(DATE)
(COMPLETE ADDRESS OF WITNESS)

(MARK)
(SIGNATURE OF WITNESS)

NOTE: Electors requiring assistance in voting must procure Special Form from the county Board of Elections to transmit with this
application.

WARNING – IF YOU ARE ABLE TO VOTE IN PERSON ON ELECTION DAY, YOU MUST GO TO YOUR
POLLING PLACE, VOID YOUR ABSENTEE BALLOT AND VOTE THERE.
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Permanent Absentee Ballot Application Instructions
Complete all required information on the Application.
You must supply your PA Driver’s License number or PennDOT issued Pennsylvania photo identification card
(PennDOT photo ID) number in the blocks provided. If you do not have a driver’s license number or PennDOT photo
ID number you must supply the last 4 digits of your Social Security Number.
If you do not have either of these types of identification please check the box entitled, I DO NOT have a PA Driver’s
License, PennDOT ID # or SS#. You must enclose a photocopy of an acceptable ID. Please see www.VotesPA.com, call
1-877-VotesPA (1-877-868-3772) or contact your county board of elections regarding acceptable ID’s.
Return the Application to your local County Board of Elections. (The address and telephone number for your local
County Board of Elections may be found using the County Information Link at www.VotesPA.com.)
Absentee Voting Deadlines Are As Follows:
Applications: The last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot is 5:00PM on the Tuesday before the election
– Please note that POSTMARKS DO NOT APPLY and original applications must be received (no facsimiles or
emails).
Voted Ballots: All civilian voted ballots must be returned to the County Board of Elections Office by 5:00PM
on the Friday before the election – please note that POSTMARKS DO NOT APPLY. If hand delivering, only
the actual voter may return their ballot. If you are unable to deliver the ballot in person, you may designate
a representative to obtain and deliver the ballot for you; required forms and additional information is
available at www.votesPa.com
Qualifications for Permanent Absentee Voters

-

Must be a qualified registered elector of the Commonwealth and of the election district.

-

Must be unable because of illness or physical disability to attend his or her polling place on the day of
any primary or election or operate a voting machine.

-

Must obtain the certification of his or her attending physician that he or she is permanently disabled,
and physically unable to attend the polls or operate a voting machine.

Explanation of Permanent Absentee Voter Status

-

An absentee ballot application will be mailed to permanent absentee voters for each primary or each
election as long as he or she is eligible to vote.

-

Permanent absentee voters are not required to file a physician’s certificate of disability with each
application for absentee ballot, but such person must submit a written statement asserting continuing
disability every four years in order to maintain his or her eligibility to vote under the permanent absentee
program.

-

If a permanent absentee voter should lose his or her disability, he or she must inform the county board
of elections of the county of his or her residence.
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AFFIDAVIT OF ILLNESS OR PERMANENT PHYSICAL DISABILITY AND PHYSICIAN’S CERTIFICATE
This form, if properly executed and returned to the County Board of Elections, will maintain your eligibility to vote without requesting an
application for an absentee ballot for a period of four years pursuant to the Pennsylvania Election Code at 25 P.S. § 3146.2(e.1).

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
County of
City
Boro of
Twp.

Ward

(Street or Rural Route)

District

(Post Office and/or Zip Code)

declare that I am a qualified
(printed name)

and registered elector of the district stated above and that I am permanently disabled.

(Enter here the nature of illness or disability)

Because of my disability, I am (check one):
Unable to attend my polling place.
Able to attend my polling place, but would be physically unable both to operate a voting machine (or
mark the ballot) and to orally request assistance to do so.

(Signature or Mark of Elector)

(To be completed only if you made your mark instead of your signature in the above section)

I hereby state that I am unable to sign my application for an absentee ballot without assistance
because I am unable to write by reason of my illness or physical disability. I have made or have
received assistance in making my mark in lieu of my signature.
(Mark)
(Date)

(Complete address of witness)

(Signature of witness)

Physician’s Certificate of Permanent Disability
I hereby certify that the above named voter is permanently disabled, and either physically unable to attend the polls or physically
unable both to operate a voting machine (or mark the ballot) and to orally request assistance to do so.

(Date of signing)

(Signature of Physician)

Should you lose your disability you must inform the County Board of Elections of the county of your residence.
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