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PRESENTERS 
Ann Torregrossa 
 
Ann has over 42 years experience in health policy and Medicaid law.  This Spring she taught health law at 
Temple Law School, as the Phyllis Beck Chair.  She is also the Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 
Health Funders Collaborative, which is made up of more than 30 Pennsylvania health foundations. 
Previously, she was Director of the Governor's Office of Health Care Reform (GOHCR), where she 
helped develop Governor Rendell’s comprehensive health care reform initiative, Prescription for 
Pennsylvania.  As Director of GOHCR, she was responsible for coordinating health policy among the 
state agencies that provide health care coverage or services and for implementing Governor Rendell’s 
health reform plan.  As part of Pennsylvania’s health care reform efforts she oversaw Pennsylvania’s 
Chronic Care/Patient-Centered Medical Home initiative, which had over 900 primary care providers 
engaged in improving primary care by participating in regional learning collaboratives.  Prior to that 
position, Ann was Deputy Director and Director of Policy for GOHCR.  Before joining the Rendell 
Administration Ann was a co-founder and the Director of a public interest law firm that provided free 
assistance to consumers facing difficulties obtaining needed publicly funded health care.  This program 
would not only try to address the individual consumer’s issue, but would advocate to address the 
underlying policy issues that led to the individual problem. 
  
Ann has been an adjunct professor at the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, where she taught an 
interdisciplinary graduate course on Publicly Funded Health Law and at Villanova Law School, where 
she taught Poverty Law. 
  
Ann has a J.D. from Villanova Law School and is in process of completing her Master of Liberal Arts 
from the University of Pennsylvania.   

 
Debbie Feierman – Newtown CMS speaker 
 
Debbie Feierman joined the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in September 2002.  
Currently, she is in the Office of External Affairs working with the Regional Administrator on 
implementation of agency and departmental initiatives.  Additionally, Ms. Feierman is responsible for 
Medicare outreach, education and partnership development in the states of Delaware and Maryland, 
providing technical assistance to federal, state and local organizations regarding Medicare.  During her 
tenure at CMS, Ms. Feierman worked on the Medicare education campaign for the Medicare Prescription 
Drug benefit and the My Health, My Medicare campaigns.   
 
Prior to joining CMS, Ms. Feierman was the Director for Children’s Health Care Programs for Uninsured 
and Underinsured Populations in Pennsylvania and New Jersey for a national health care company where 
she managed the company’s SCHIP and Medicaid health plans.   Ms. Feierman was later promoted to 
Regional Compliance Manager for the Mid-Atlantic Region for government and commercial business. 
 
Ms. Feierman was the Clinical Coordinator for Psycho-Social Services at Cooper Hospital’s Pediatric 
Oncology-Hematology Division in Camden, NJ where she developed a school reentry program for 
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children with cancer, Camp Happy Times and various support groups for patients and families living with 
a child with cancer.  She also worked at Fox Chase Cancer Center counseling cancer patients and 
families.   
 
Ms. Feierman received her Masters in Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania and is a 25-year 
member of the Academy of Certified Social Workers (ACSW) and a licensed clinical social worker in the 
state of Pennsylvania. 
 
Sharon Graham – Bristol CMS speaker 
 
Sharon Graham began her career as a Presidential Management Intern with the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (formerly the Health Care Financing Administration) in 1991 after earning her Masters 
degree in Political Science from the Rutgers University Eagleton Institute of Politics.  From 1992 through 
2004, Ms. Graham worked in the Medicare managed care area; in this capacity, she reviewed and 
approved numerous managed care applications, conducted bi-annual monitoring visits of managed care 
plans, and educated countless providers and beneficiaries about the Medicare managed care programs.  
Since February, 2005, Ms. Graham has been the Special Assistant to the Regional Administrator, 
responsible for a variety of tasks including outreach to congressional offices, education and outreach, and 
HITECH implementation.  
 
Athena Smith Ford  
 
Athena is the Advocacy Director for the Pennsylvania Health Access Network. In this capacity Ford 
works with her colleagues, Antoinette Kraus and Erin Ninehouser, to educate Pennsylvanians on the new 
health care law. Ford has been delivering trainings on the new health care law since its passage in 2010. 
She testifies at policy hearings, hosts a regular policy call and webinar series, and helps produce materials 
so that consumers, advocates, lawmakers, and state partners can better understand the law. In addition to 
educating the public and lawmakers, PHAN also works to monitor implementation at the state level and 
to advocate for a consumer-friendly process.  
 
PHAN helped pull together Pennsylvania’s massive Cover the Commonwealth Campaign, an effort of 
over 130 organizations joined together to ensure Pennsylvania accepts the Medicaid expansion 
opportunity under the new health care law. Athena staffs the Communications workgroup for this 
committee and contributes to legislative strategy. As part of the PHAN staff, Athena has been fortunate to 
host hundreds of media events, help organize tens of thousands of Pennsylvanians and put measurable 
pressure on lawmakers to expand health access in Pennsylvania.  
 
Ford graduated from Kenyon College with a BA in Political Science. Prior to working with PHAN, she 
did organizing work for her local state Representative, the Sierra Club, and Amnesty International which 
included her service as the youngest ever Regional Steering Committee Member. She has a long-standing 
passion for human rights and is deeply grateful to be in this fight with her talented colleagues and health 
care advocates from across the state. When she isn’t working on healthcare quality and access issues you 
can often find Athena on a trail with her pitbull, Dillon.   
 
Laura Line 
 
Laura Line is the Corporate Assistant Director for the Health Care division at Resources for Human 
Development (RHD) – a consumer-focused nonprofit providing diversified human services. She manages 
the health care work of the organization, including development and expansion opportunities that build on 
RHD’s strengths and leadership. Laura and her team provide oversight and support to the Family Practice 
and Counseling Network (FPCN), a network of community-based health centers in Philadelphia and 
York, Pa. 
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Laura has more than 20 years of experience as a health care advocate designing public health programs, 
developing community-based healthcare capacity, planning organizational growth and leading programs. 
She has particular expertise in strategic planning, evaluation and communications. Laura’s past employers 
include the National Nursing Centers Consortium (an affiliate of PHMC), the Pew Charitable Trusts and 
the American Council of Young Political Leaders. She has a master’s of science in nonprofit management 
from the New School University and a bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill. 
 
Theresa BrownGold 
 
Theresa BrownGold paints large, expressionistic faces as a way of telling personal stories. The artist has 
been painting people and sharing their stories about healthcare in the US for over 5 years. From January 
through May 2012 Theresa completed a public action in Washington DC. She stood with signs and 
portraits outside the US Supreme Court and Capitol to symbolically face her government, and to bear 
witness to the truth of what is happening to real people under our current heatlhcare system.  
  
Theresa has been a speaker at conferences, churches, senior centers and other venues. Her work and 
stories have been featured in the Intelligencer, Philadelphia Inquirer, ZDF television, WHYY and other 
news outlets. In 2011 Theresa received the Georgeanne Koehler Activist of the Year Award from PA 
Health Access Network.  


